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early steps >>> building skills and knowledge >>> applying skills

Objects and 
their 

purpose

Familiar 
symbols

Common 
symbols, 
logos and 

signs

Recognising 
story 

characters

Discussing 
where, what, 

who

Recall 
questions?

Sequencing 
stories

Linking 
stories to 

own 
experiences

Retelling 
story

Simple 
inferences

Comprehension
Experiencing stories 

through senses

Anticipation in familiar 
rhymes/ stories Actions and sounds in 

rhymes and stories
Predicting phrases and 

refrains
Finishing familiar 

sentences

Stage 1 Pre KS2 Standards Stage 2 Pre KS2 Standards Stage 3 Pre KS2 Standards Stage 4 PreKS2 Standards Stage 5 PreKS2 Standards

Read Write Inc

‘symbol’ 
Word 

Reading 
Responding 

to facial 
expressions

Shifting 
attention to 

what an 
adult is 

looking at/ 
pointing to

Attuning to 
objects

Attuning to 
images and 

symbols  

Knowing 
marks have 

meaning, 
but not yet 

reading 
them

Very 
familiar  
‘routine’ 
symbols–
e.g. More, 

stop

Everyday 
symbols

Handling 
Texts

Rhythm in 
words, songs, 

poems. 

Awareness of 
rhyme and 
alliteration

Syllables in 
words

Oral blending -
adult orally 

sounds out CVC 
word and 

student says full 
word EG. c-a-t

Phonological 
awareness

Responding 
to sensory 

stories

Enjoying 
parts of 
familiar 
sensory 
stories

Preferences 
for rhymes 
or stories

Preferred 
texts

Commenting 
on texts 
generally

Commenting 
on specific 
aspects of 

text. 

Selecting 
which texts 
they might 

like based on 
the cover

Reading for 
Pleasure

Responding 
to sensory 

stories

Exploring 
objects

Exploring 
text and 
images

Focusing 
and stilling 
when read 

to

Turning 
pages

Holding 
text/device 

right way up

Handing 
text and 

devices with 
care

Scanning 
left to right, 

top to 
bottom

References used: NC guidance, birth to 5 matters, The Reading Framework: teaching the foundations of literacy, Pre-KS standards


