
Listening Experiences 
sounds

Responds to 
familiar 
sounds

Moves body 
to sounds 
they like

Responds to 
rhyme / 
rhythmic 
pattern

Recognises 
and responds 

to familiar 
sounds and 

cues

Extracts 
relevant 

information

Increased 
retention 
and recall

Two-
channeled 
attention 

Can listen & 
do

Produced using NC guidance, birth to 5 matters, p levels, AET Progression Framework.

early steps >>> building skills and knowledge >>> applying skills

Understanding 
and responding

Responds 
to own 
name

Uses 
contextual 

clues 

Understanding 
a single word

Understands 
a simple 

instruction 

Multiple-
part 

instruction
s

Answering 
questions

Who, what, 
where

Answering 
questions 

How, why, 
when
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Interaction
Alert to 

sound of 
speech

Responding 
to familiar 

people

Body 
language

Gaining 
attention

Asserting 
own ideas

Negotiating 
and 

compromise

Interactive 
exchange, 

whilst 
considering 

others


