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encounters 
sounds

emerging 
awareness of 

sound

responds to 
simple patterns 

in sound

recognises and 
responds to 

musical motifs

recognises
prominent 
structural 
features

engages with 
pieces as 
abstract 

‘narratives in 
sound’

Produced using NC guidance, Sounds of Intent, birth to 5 matters.

early steps >>> building skills and knowledge >>> applying skills

makes sounds 
unknowingly

makes sounds 
intentionally 

makes simple 
patterns in 

sounds through 
repetition

(re)creates 
distinctive 

musical motifs

(re)creates short 
and simple 

pieces of music 

seeks to 
communicate 

through 
expressive 

performance

relates 
unwittingly 

through sound

interacts with 
others using 

sound 

interacts 
through sound 

imitation 

engages in 
dialogues using 
musical motifs

improvise music 
of growing 

complexity with 
others

makes music 
expressively 
with others

Responding to 
sounds

expresses 
self through 

sound

creates 
rhythmic 

sounds and 
movements

experiments 
and creates 

movement in 
response to 

music

chooses 
particular sounds 

for their own 
imaginative 

purposes

experiment 
with media 

through multi-
sensory 

exploration

vocalising with 
music or 

playing with 
sound makers

playing with 
sound makers

use sounds 
intentionally

making 
music

Birth to 5 Matters – Expressive Arts and Design (Being Imaginative and Expressive, 
Creating with Materials)

Sounds of Intent Framework (Reactive, Proactive, Interactive)
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Produced using NC guidance, Sounds of Intent, birth to 5 matters.

early steps >>> building skills and knowledge >>> applying skills

makes sounds 
unknowingly

makes sounds 
intentionally 

simple patterns 
in sounds

makes 
distinctive 

musical motifs

short pieces of 
music 

expressive 
performance

relates 
unwittingly 

through sound

interacts with 
others using 

sound 

interacts 
through sound 

imitation 

engages in 
dialogues using 
musical motifs

improvise music 
with others

makes music 
expressively 
with others

engages with 
sounds

expresses self 
through sound

rhythmic 
sounds and 
movements

movement in 
response to music

chooses 
particular sounds

multi-sensory 
exploration

vocalises
plays with 

sound makers
uses sounds 
intentionally

makes music 
in a range of 

ways 

Birth to 5 Matters – Expressive Arts and Design (Being Imaginative and Expressive, 
Creating with Materials)

Sounds of Intent Framework (Reactive, Proactive, Interactive)


