
Oak Field School Policy for History

Philosophy 

Oak Field School strives to provide a history curriculum which will enable pupils to adopt an enquiring and questioning approach to the environment that surrounds them. Understanding the past helps students to understand the present, and with that philosophy in mind, all pupils should be supported to explore historical concepts in a way that is accessible for them. The history curriculum is broad and balanced in content, taking into consideration the histories of a range of cultures and ethnicities, and is in line with the National Curriculum. 

The teaching methods used when teaching history will consider the range of ability at Oak Field School and teachers will recognise that day to day learning, such as reflecting on yesterday and looking forward to tomorrow, are elements of teaching history. It is such that studying history as a concept is already intertwined in our daily interactions with pupils. In addition, studying history may range from the exploration of artefacts, to a sensory exploration of an era, to role plays, to activities to recognise and celebrate historical events. 

Intent

All pupils in the school should have the opportunity to:
· experience a wide variety of appropriately differentiated and personalised concepts
· experience and develop as far as possible the requisite skills, techniques and knowledge required for the pursuit of historical events 
· participate in a wide range of historical experiences both in school and through visits (in person or virtually) to places of local and national historical importance
· access, experience and examine a wide range of historical artefacts

Implementation - curriculum

The History curriculum is delivered as part of Humanities through:
· lessons in classrooms guided by the long-term plan for each key stage
· trips (in person or virtually) to places of historical interest or museums 
· residentials in areas of historical interest 
· pupils creating their own histories each day at Oak Field, and being encouraged to look back at and celebrate these 
· whole school events and celebrations which allow for cross curricular links 


Implementation - roles and responsibilities 

History teaching throughout the school is planned by each teacher in a way that suits the pupils they teach. Being guided by the topics in the Humanities section of the long-term plan, the topics covered should enable students to:
· develop knowledge and understanding of the past
· develop some understanding of historical terminology/concepts
· learn through primary and secondary sources
· use their investigative, organisational and communication skills
The long-term plan is devised through discussion with phase leaders and teachers and overseen by the subject leader. Schemes of work are created by individual teachers when planning to teach a particular topic. 
Long-term plans and schemes of work are not static and will evolve to meet the needs of the pupils.

[bookmark: _Hlk25774588]Implementation - recording and assessment

Pupils achievements and experiences are recorded in Individual Education Plans, on Classroom Monitor and Achievement Profiles. Pupils are assessed in a way that is relevant, informative and appropriate for the individual. 

Implementation - monitoring, review & evaluation

The work of pupils is monitored through collection, collation and examination of lesson plans and photographic evidence. The delivery of the history curriculum is monitored through classroom observations and the use of the long-term plan. The policy and practice of history within the curriculum will be reviewed and amended as necessary on an annual basis, so informing future planning.
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