

Oak Field School Policy for Maths

Philosophy 
Oak Field School recognises intuitive number sense as the biological beginnings of Maths, starting with sensory information that integrates visual and spatial thinking. From this pupils form links to conceptual thinking: quantity, counting and using symbolic means to represent number. Maths helps to develop reasoning, accuracy, problem solving, spatial awareness and abstract thought. It is important in everyday life and helps pupils learn the skills that enable them to communicate ideas and tackle a range of practical tasks and real life problems. Maths at Oak Field School also includes financial capability and building skills to support independence.  Pupils at Oak Field School will have the opportunity to experience and engage in all areas of Maths appropriate to their individual developmental needs. 

Intent
· To give all pupils the opportunity to experience, engage in and develop understanding of mathematical concepts through stimulating practical activities.
· To allow all pupils to access a broad and balanced Maths curriculum which develops, encourages and builds on individual skills to encourage positive achievement. The curriculum across school will include the three main areas of Maths – number, shape, space and measure and using and applying. 
· To evaluate and update resources regularly to ensure they are suitable and help to support the current learning and teaching intent. 
· To ensure that, where possible, pupils achieve accreditation through externally awarding bodies such as ASDAN.

Implementation - Strategies for putting policy into practice
Maths will be delivered as both a discrete subject and through a range of cross curricular opportunities. Pupils in the 14-19 Phase often access Maths through a wider range of functional activities, such as visits to local services (library, shops) and work related learning, as well as gaining qualifications through accredited award units such as ASDAN Personal Progress. 

Within the curriculum progression across school, National Curriculum requirements may be adhered to but content will be adapted to provide all pupils with relevant and appropriately challenging work at each key stage.

The method of delivery is varied but may incorporate repetition of content across lessons and across years to embed knowledge and is designed to meet the needs of the individual learner. 

Pupils throughout the school will be given the opportunity to experience all strands of Maths through practical activities and concrete experiences.  


Implementation - Roles and Responsibilities
Teaching and Learning in Maths is led by the Science, Computing and Maths Lead and Maths Subject Lead and they advise, support and monitor resources and the teaching of Maths across the school. The Maths action plan identifies areas of focus and responsibility for the year.
Planning for Maths will be undertaken either as a shared responsibility or by individual teachers within Key Stages and will be based in EYFS and 7-14 on the rolling topic programmes within each Key Stage.  The rolling programme has been developed by the Maths subject lead teachers and will be monitored to ensure breadth and progressions through the school. 

Responsibility for delivering all aspects of the Maths curriculum lies with teachers of individual classes as arranged within the Key Stages. It is the responsibility of all teachers to provide work of an appropriate level for all pupils within their group.

Implementation - Assessment and Recording
Assessment is continuous and informs planning, with learning objectives integrated into differentiated planning and personal Achievement Profiles. Pupils are set individual progress targets for Maths and evidence is recorded regularly with progress monitored at least twice a year.  Achievement is recorded on pupil work, through pupil observations, recording sheets and at EHCP reviews and evidenced electronically using the ‘Earwig Academic’ assessment tools. It is the role of all those teaching Maths to ensure that assessments are regularly updated but the Maths lead reviews this and monitors progress across school at regular times across the year. Moderation is carried out at regular intervals to support accuracy in assessment across school.  Alternative assessment tools are used where appropriate, including Quest for Learning and MAPP..

Implementation - Monitoring, Review and Evaluation
Systematic monitoring and evaluation with the collaboration of class teachers and the senior leadership team help the Maths team identify clear priorities for curriculum development. Effectiveness of current curriculum programmes - planning, teaching and assessment methods used, resources and environments are reviewed and evaluated regularly by the subject lead.  

Pupils who have been involved in setting their own targets for learning should also be encouraged to be active in monitoring their own progress where appropriate. 

Ongoing monitoring should ensure that the Maths curriculum is balanced, whilst recognising and providing for all individual needs with appropriate content and pace of learning. It should have provision for ensuring continuity and progression in skills, allowing previous learning to be built on, practised and applied.
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