
Oak Field School Policy for Phonics

Intent
This policy describes the principles and best practice to maximise every pupil’s ability learn to attune to sounds and to use phonics to read and spell words at Oak Field School. By using best practice and consistency learners some learners will be able to read and spell to communicate and for pleasure, therefore maximising life experiences and opportunities beyond school. 

Implementation – the structure of phonics at Oak Field School

Phonics is taught using the Read Write Inc Phonics scheme. Staff work with pupils to follow the sequence and premise of this phonics scheme to teach Early Reading, personalising the approach to meet each pupil’s needs.  
Students will begin the scheme when they can:
· Indicate pictures of characters and objects when asked, “Where is the…”
· Demonstrate anticipation of what is going to happen in a familiar story
· Participate in actions/ words in familiar rhymes and stories when prompted.
· Demonstrate an understanding that print has meaning (for example recognising familiar symbols or images).
This will usually be in EYFS/KS1 and Phase 7-14. Where phonics is working well for individuals, teaching of phonics will continue into KS4 and Sixth Form. Some students may begin to learn phonics in KS4 and Sixth Form, when they demonstrate that they meet all of the above criteria.
For those students who are not yet working within the Read Write Inc scheme, the curriculum sequence for reading provides the basis for learning. The skills taught within this include; recognising that print has meaning, attuning and discriminating between sounds, and phonological awareness.
Minor changes have been made by the English team to the Read Write Inc Scheme. These are aimed to support the students. They are:
· The term ‘Special Friends’ is replaced with ‘Special Letter Friends.’
· The term ‘Fred Talk’ is replaced with ‘Fred Sound Talk’
· The signs for ‘My Turn’ and ‘Your Turn’ are replaced with the Makaton signs for ‘my’ and ‘your’. 

Reading Scheme
Where advised by the scheme, pupils read words, ditties and books closely matched to their current phonics knowledge. These resources are all part of the Read Write Inc Scheme.    
 
Pure sounds – staff will model sounding out pure sounds and encourage students to do the same (where appropriate). For example, the sound ay should not be pronounced with an emphasised ‘y’. 

Implementation – Differentiation and Resources
Provision is carefully planned by school staff to meet the diverse needs of their students:
· Some students will not be able to verbally make sounds independently. Therefore staff will enable them to show their understanding by making choices from written letters or pictures. 
· Some students will also use electronic communication aids with their eyes or fingers to segment and blend.
· Students may use typing as their primary route to writing.
· Sessions may be delivered to individuals, rather than groups. 
· Use of tactile resources is encouraged – such as magnetic, or textured letters. 

Implementation - Assessment
Assessment is continuous during teaching time. Formal assessments are made twice a year by the reading lead and class teachers alongside other class staff. Assessment will be made using the RWI assessments and any differentiation needed to make the assessment accessible for a student will be discussed with the Reading Lead. The school have developed an assessment for students who are non-verbal. Progress in phonics may also be evident in progress in reading, writing and across the whole curriculum.

Implementation - Monitoring and Evaluation
Pupil progress is monitored twice a year and an action plan created highlighting priorities for development. Pupil progress will also be discussed in meetings between the reading lead and staff throughout the year. The reading lead will provide coaching for staff teaching using the Read Write Inc scheme each half term. This may include team teaching, feedback and directing them to targeted CPD videos. 

Impact
Phonics is one method of teaching early reading and spelling. It is hoped that each student will develop some of the following skills, that will support learning across the curriculum and equip them with skills for later life:
· To attune to sounds – aiding understanding of the world around them
· To support communication skills through connecting with others, listening, speaking and spelling
· To be able to read independently for pleasure and functionally for work and life
· To be able to spell to communicate.
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